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   Have you seen kids being 

bullied in school or in your 

neighborhood and wanted to do 

something about it?  The North-

west Community Coalition for 

Youth, Enon Tabernacle Baptist 

Church and a host of schools, 

faith based organizations, law 

enforcement, community 

groups and NCCY partners are 

stepping up to the plate and 

figuring out ways to keep kids 

safe from bullying and crime. 

  During a Safe Haven Safe 

Corridor Breakfast Meeting, 

which was held on Wednesday 

July 27th at Enon Church, the 

community discussed ways to 

prevent bullying .   Using local 

businesses and establishments 

as òSafe Havensó where stu-

dents can seek safety primarily 

after school dismissal is a ma-

jor part of this initiative.  Anoth-

er key component is the estab-

lishment of òSafe Corridorsó.  

Adult volunteers shall monitor 

routes that students use on the 

way home. 

  òSafe Havenó and òSafe Corri-

dorsó for students have been 

strategically placed throughout 

the northwest section of the 

city. 

  State Representative Dwight 

Evans and other legislators 

attended the breakfast and 

support this important program. 

  A hotline shall also be estab-

lished to report incidents and 

provide information. 

  òThey (Safe Havens) will be 

located in our local stores, busi-

nesses, churches, large office 

buildings, banks and anywhere  

  People are willing to lend a 

helping hand,,ó said Rev. Dr.  

Alyn E. Waller, Senior Pastor 

     Sometimes, we take Internet 

for granted. However, in Phila-

delphia 41% of people either 

canõt access the Internet, or 

donõt have it at all. Thatõs why 

Mayor Michael A. Nutter and 

the Cityõs partners launched the 

òFreedom Rings Partnership 

Programó so that people with-

out Internet can access it. The 

òFreedom Rings Partnership 

Programó will make 177 new 

jobs available. This innovative 

project entails opening 77 pub-

lic òNeighborhood Technology 

Centersó in the Philadelphia 

region over the next 2 years. 

The òcentersó shall be available 

ar recreation centers, as well as 

new and expanded computer 

centers and also located at 

community-based organization 

sites.  These sites will be acces-

sible in communities where 

people do not have access to 

their own technological re-

sources such as personal com-

puters and the Internet. In an 

interview with Javier Morris,  
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   of Enon. 

  òStudents are sometimes 

afraid of what might happen if 

they askfor help, and have 

trouble asking others to guide 

them,ó Rev. Waller continued, 

òThese children live in fear 

and feel like they canõt reach 

out because they are afraid of 

what might happen as a result 

fo asking for help. We need to 

let them know through our 

actions that there will not be 

any retaliation towards them 

because theyõve reached out 

for assistance.ó 

  òMamaó Christine Wiggins, 

Chief Executive Officer of Im-

hotep and Co-Chair of the 

NCCY informed attendees of 

the monumental importance 

of this program.  Isabella Fitz-

gerald, Co-Chair of the NCCY 

also attended the event and is  

a primary organizer. pg. 4 
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            WIFI CENTERS GIVE HOPE By Charles Ireland  



a photographer for the Phila-

delphia Student Union (PSU) 

stated, òé.Giving computer 

access and teaching how to 

use the computeré gives 

kids an opportunity to do 

school work [and get things 

done quicker and easier.]ó  

PSU is a student group that 

advocates quality education. 

This program provides access 

to the internet and gives 

hope to disadvantaged youth. 

  The Freedom Rings Partner-

ship Program is also im-

portant because in this era, 

technology is something we 

canõt live without. Computer 

and Internet access is some-

thing that is a major necessi-

ty.   

Developers of this program 

include One Day At A Time, 

Free Library of Philadelphia, 

Media Mobilizing Project, and 

Rutgers University. 

   The first of many new cen-

ters shall be located 4233 

Chestnut St., 4205 Chestnut 

St., 4542 North 11th St., 

1448 South 17th St., and 

1706 Race St. 

W I F I  C E N T E R S  G I V E  H O P E  ( C O N T I N U E D ) 

B Y  C H A R L E S  I R E L A N D 

F A L L E N  S T A R S ,  S E C O N D  C H A N C E S 

B Y D A Q U A N  P E T T I F O R D 

weõre going to support him 

100 percent and weõre in his 

corner and we just want him 

to excel.ó (Rob Maaddi, 

2011, p.1). However, Burress 

isnõt the only NFL player 

memory to have a run in with 

the law. 

QB of the Philadelphia 

Eagles, Michael Vick, who 

was arrested for his involve-

ment with a dog-fighting ring, 

is a prime example of second 

chances. Coach Andy Reid 

decided to bring him back in 

2009 during the preseason. 

He started as a 3rd string QB 

with the team, and now heõs 

a starter. Vick came in se-

cond place with the MVP 

voting, and went to the 2010 

pro bowl. This is a good ex-

ample of a man that did not 

take his second chance for 

granted. He took the Eagles 

to the playoffs in his first year 

starting back in 2010. He 

outperformed other quarter-

backs such as Donovan 

McNabb and Kevin Kolb. He 

did well on and off the field. 

He visited schools and donat-

ed to multiple of charities. 

òSince his release in 2009, 

the athlete has become an 

outspoken advocate for the 

campaign to end animal 

fighting, frequently partnering 

with the Humane Society of 

the United States for cam-

paigns on the is-

sueó (Christina Wilkie, 2011, 

p.1).   

According to sources, 

Michael Vick said, òToo many 

kids get involved in dog-

fighting, and its time to break 

this cycle.ó Giving an extra 

òyardó for second chances 

pays off in the end. 

Wide Receiver Plaxico 

Burress is a man trying to get 

a second chance.  News ac-

counts indicate he was re-

leased from prison on June 6, 

2011 for shooting himself in 

the foot in a nightclub. 

Burress was in prison for 

almost 2 years, but got out 

early for good behavior ac-

cording to sources.  

Sources also said there 

are  a handful of teams inter-

ested jn Burress, such as the 

St. Louis Rams, Cleveland 

Browns, Pittsburgh Steelers, 

and New York Giants.  

There is a quarterback in 

this league that said he 

wouldn't mind having Plaxico 

come to Philly. His name is 

Michael Vick. òItõs great that 

heõll get a second chance,ó 

said Vick, òWeõll pray for him, 

òToo many kids 

get involved in 

dog-fighting, and 

its time to break 

this cycle.ó 

 

Michael Vick 
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Picture Courtesy of 

www.huffingtonpost.com 

One of the Philadelphia Stu-

dent Union Building sites. Pho-

tography by Joshua Scott. 

(2011) 



  Thanks to Pennsylvaniaõs 

cut backs, many of Pennsyl-

vania and Philadelphia 

schools can not provide all 

their students with a quality 

education. This is especially 

true for districts with high 

numbers of students from 

low income and minority pop-

ulations.  

  Our state demands high 

expectations and academic 

standards.  However, many 

students and schools are not 

supported with the funding 

for those standards to be 

met.  

  The youth in our communi-

ties suffer due because mon-

ey is being used to fund pris-

ons more than it is being 

used to fund schools. 

     Most states pay a larger 

percentage of overall public 

education cost than Pennsyl-

vania. According to  the Na-

tional Center for Education 

Statistics, òOur state ranks 

44 th in the nation on this 

measure. Other states con-

tribute 47% of total educa-

tion funding. Pennsylvania 

contributes on an average of 

36%. Which means local 

school districts must pay 

55% of all public education 

costs, compared to the na-

tionõs average 44%ó. 

     Also, The Pennsylvania 

Budget and Policy Center 

report revealed, òGrants to 

school districts, including the 

basic education subsidy, 

reimbursements to school 

districts for the loss of stu-

dents to charter schools and 

other program cuts total 

more than $860 million, 

while higher education insti-

tutions, including Penn State 

and the other three state-

related universities, commu-

nity colleges, and the 14 

State System of Higher Edu-

cation universities, are re-

duced by $245 millionó.   

   According to many sources, 

òResearch indicates there is 

a direct correlation between 

education and incarceration 

rates...Cutting the budget for 

education and building more 

prisons is not the key.ó 

B U D G E T  C U T S  B R I N G  U P  P R I S O N S ,  B U T  T E A R  DO W N  S C H O O L S 

B Y : D A Q U A N  P E T T I F O R D  A N D  C H A R L E S  I R E L A N D 

M L K  H I G H  S C H O O L ;  A  NE W  S T A R T ? 

B Y : C H A R L E S  I R E L A N D 

myó model, he replied, òThe 

students are affected the 

most. Students have gotten 

to know their teachers over 

the years and they [have] 

formed bonds that helped 

them learnéWhen you dis-

rupt that, you create a chaot-

ic situation where the new 

teachers take time to form 

those same bonds with the 

students and the students 

take time to form those 

bonds with the new teach-

ers.ò   

     Sophmores, Juniors, and 

seniors may struggle with the 

changes, because they will 

have to adjust to the new 

teaching styles.  

     However, for freshmen, it 

may not be as big of a chal-

lenge for them to acclimate to 

the new environment.  

     However, If the students 

start to acquire new ways of 

learning, this may give them a 

new outlook on education, 

which will in turn spread 

throughout the community.  

     Mr. Ireland stated, ñThey 

may struggle at first, but once 

they create a new culture they 

should be fine. It will take a lot 

of work for the new staff to 

help the students óbuy inô to 

the new climate and culture, 

but once that happens, I think 

the students will succeed.ò  

     ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ aŀǊǝƴ 

[ǳǘƘŜǊ YƛƴƎ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƻǳƭŘ 

ǇǊƻǾŜ ōŜƴŜŬŎƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  

     Education is extremely 

important in todayõs society, 

and that is even more appar-

ent in Martin Luther King 

High School.  

     Named after one of histo-

ryõs most important freedom 

fighters, Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr., the high school em-

bodies his vision for equal 

and better education, 

through a program called 

òPromise Academyó.  

     It requires that 50% of the 

staff must be relocated in 

order to provide room for 

more teachers.  

     In an interview with 

Charles Ireland II, the assis-

tant principal of MLK, when 

asked who was  affected 

most by the òPromise Acade-

ά¢ƘŜ 

ǊŜǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ 

aŀǊǝƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊ 

YƛƴƎ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

ŎƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻǾŜ 

ōŜƴŜŬŎƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 

ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 

ά 
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Photo by Steven Fernandez via Flickr 

Graphic Courtesy of The Phila-

delphia Sunday. 



  Hello, my name is Germaine Cherry (Bink) and I was 

involved with the Mural Arts Program, Cops and Kids 

program at South Philadelphia High School. 

  I started off as a troubled student trying to find any 

way to get extra credits so I could hurry up and gradu-

ate from high school.  At first, I didnôt like the idea of 

going to a class where I have to work with cops.  I had 

a grudge against cops. 

  That same year, my cousin was shot and killed by a 

cop for running away from him, and my brother was 

also attacked and killed by another cop for playing 

with water guns.  So you can understand why I wasnôt 

so sure about being a part of this program. 

  After having a talk with my boyfriend, he advised me 

that this could be a great opportunity for me and that I 

should consider joining. Soon enough, I joined the 

program and as I figured, I wasnôt the only one bitter 

about it.  You could see the tension between the cops 

and students.  In the next few weeks, there were cops 

at one end of the room and students on the other. As 

the program grew, we had to work with each oth-

er. We had to communicate, take picture, and we 

had fun! 

  The cops started opening up to the students and 

the students did the same.  Thatôs when I started 

to understand that not ñallò cops are bad or ñout to 

get usò. 

  We used cameras throughout the program. We 

like to say that ñwe stole the momentsò of what 

everyday life should be.  Who thought you could 

get so much out of just taking pictures and having 

fun? 

  After the program, we made a bond that couldnôt 

be broken.  Now, if we need help, we can always 

call on our fellow police officers.  Since this pro-

gram, I also became involved with the SEPTA 

Cops and Kids Program during the summer of 

2010.  That program was so successful that I de-

cided to participate in a third   Pg. 7 

S T U D E N T  W R I T E S  A B O U T  M U R A L  A R T S ,  C O P S  A ND  

K I D S  E X P E R I E N C E 

B Y  G E R M A I N E  C H E R R Y  (B I N K )   

é..CONTINUED SAFE HAV E N  A N D  S A F E  C O R R I D O R S 

receive ID badges and radios 

to increase productivity and 

efficiency, as well as enhance 

communication and security 

for both students and volun-

teers. Safe Corridor Training 

was also scheduled Wed., 

8/24/2011 , 6:00 pm  at Imhotep 

Institute  Charter High School, 

Thurs., 8/25/2011 , 6 :00 pm at 

Finley Rec. Center, and  Mon., 

8/29/2011, 6:00 pm at Enon 

Tabernacle Baptist Church.     

  Contact Doug Evans (215)-686ð 

1424 to register and to get more 

òThatõs when I started 

to understand that not 

all cops are bad or out 

to get usó. 
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Mama Chris Wiggins, Imhotep Charter 

High School. Photography by Joshua 

Scott 

Information about this program. 

    The òBullying Hotlineó initiative 

requires volunteers to give their 

time to take calls from students in 

need. Volunteers facilitate report-

ing incidents of bullying or crimi-

nal activity and provide infor-

mation on where to go for safe 

haven.  

  Training to become a bully hot-

line volunteer took place on Sep-

tember 7, 2011 at 3pm at the  

PCAT building located on 2111 

Eastburn Avenue. Lets òflip the 

scriptó against bullying! 

She was excited about the 

enormous turn-out. So far over 

one hundred adults have volun-

teered.  There was a Safe Haven 

workshop for volunteers on Au-

gust 18, 2011 from 3-5pm at 

Enon Tabernacle Church. 

   The òSafe Corridorsó initiative 

requires volunteers give 45 

minutes to an hour of their time, 

either before or after school 

hours. Training is a necessity and 

was provided by Town Watch 

Integrated Services (TWIS). All 

volunteers for this initiative shall   

Germaine Cherry (Bink). Pic-

ture  Courtesy of Mural Arts 

Program. 



Register on www.nccy.org 

Email your article to one of our editors @ 

dscott@septa.org or ifitzger@pahouse.net 

Phone: 215-549-0220 

Or search Northwest Community Coalition  

for Youth Newsletter on Facebook 

JOURNEY THROUGH THE 

NORTHWEST started in 

2007 so that young people 

could have a voice in their 

community and write about 

their interests as well as 

local and world events. 

     We are dedicated to 

ensuring our young people 

are safe and feel secure by 

identifying and eliminating 

conditions that are harmful 

to their physical and mental 

health, and safety. 

     That is why the North-

west Community Coalition 

for Youth (NCCY) has joined 

with other community forc-

es to accomplish our vision 

of identifying and eradicat-

ing elements which de-

crease youth safety and 

educational growth, while 

increasing elements that 

ensure their career growth. 

 

N O R T H W E S T  C O M M U N I T Y  

C O A L I T I O N  F O R  Y O U T H 

up in a familiar, exotically 

creative world that resembles 

his wifeõs paintings from his 

previous life. He then em-

barks on a mission to reunite 

with his wife and children, 

and is willing to go through 

heaven and hell to achieve it. 

  The graphics were ahead of 

its time, especially for being 

released in 1998. The 

graphics even rivaled or sur-

passed Andy and Lana 

Wachowskiõs òMatrixó, which 

was released in 1999. No 

wonder this movie was the 

academy award winner for 

òBest Visual Effectsó in 1998. 

   In a scene where Chris 

Nelson wakes up, everything 

  Vincent Wardõs òWhat 

Dreams May Comeó is a visu-

ally stunning film that has a 

great and complex plot and 

extraordinarily believable 

actors.  

  This is one of the most en-

joyable films that Iõve seen in 

a while, and my respect for 

Robin Williams and Cuba 

Gooding Jr. has grown even 

more. I have not seen a mov-

ie as creative as this in a 

while.  

  Chris Nelson (Robin Wil-

liams), loving husband, and 

thoughtful father, gets into 

an accident. Refusing to ac-

cept his fate, he tries to re-

main close to his wife, Annie. 

When Chris dies, he wakes 

from birds to trees are paint-

ed. The flowers and grass, 

when stepped on, become 

squishy and colorful as if 

Chris stepped into un-dried 

paint on a canvas.  

     Known as a comedian, 

this is a very serious role for 

Robin Williams, and is eerily 

well played. His supporting 

actors, such as Cuba Good-

ing, Jr., also do an exception-

al job of adding flavor to the 

cast.  

     òWhat Dreams May Comeó 

is not just about the visual 

effects. It poses the question, 

òWould you travel through 

heaven and hell to save the 

ones you love?ó 

MOVIE REVIEW: òWHAT DREAMS MAY COMEó 

C H A R L E S  I R E L A N D 

N O R T H W E S T  C O M M U N I T Y  C O A L I T I O N  F O R  Y O U T H . 

S A V I N G  L I V E S .  S A V I N G  F U T U R E S . 

Scene from òWhat Dreams May 

Comeó movie. Picture Courtesy 

of Visual Effects Headquarters 

Archive. 

We are on the web! 

Check us out at www.nccy.org 
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ABOUT NCCY 

::: Essential Reading :::  

òThe New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the 

Age of Colorblindnessó 

By Michelle Alexander 

òWith imprisonment now the principal instrument of 

our social policy directed toward poorly educated 

black men, Michelle Alexander argues convincingly 

that the huge racial disparity of punishment in 

America is not the mere result of neutral state ac-

tion. She sees the rise of mass incarceration as 

opening up a new front in the historic struggle for 

racial justice. And sheõs right.  If you care about 

justice in America, you need to read this book!ó 

Glenn C. Loury, professor of economics at Brown University and 

author of Race, Incarceration, and American Values 

The Newsletter Committee Gives Special 

Thanks to the team at the Philadelphia Center 

for Arts and Technology and Mr. Robert Ste-

phens. 



Mural Arts Continuedéé. 

Mural Arts Program with female police 

officers from the Philadelphia and SEPTA 

Police Departments.    

  I even started recruiting young ladies to 

join in order to experience what I like to 

call òa new beginning with old facesó. 

  This program has really changed my 

prospective on life.  I hope it has also 

changed others involved in the project. 

  Some say food brought us together.  But 

I personally think that it was just meant to 

be. 

  I loved the program so much, I really 

wanted to get this story out to everyone 

who has been in my shoes and brought up 

not to trust the police. 

COPS AND KIDS MURAL ARTS PROGRAM PHOTOGRAPHS 

Pictures Courtesy of the Philadelphia Mural Arts Program via Flickr and MuralArts.org 
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Septa Police Officers with Mural Arts Program Student, Germaine Cherry òBinkó 



W O R L D  E V E N T S :  P R O G R ES S  I N  R W A N D A ,  

A F R I C A 
B Y  J O S H U A  S C O T T  ( A N  I N T E R V I E W  W I T H  A  C O LL E G E  F R I E N D ,  S U P R I T H A  N A G A R A J ,  W H O  T R A V E L E D  T O  A F R I C A  T H I S  S U M M E R ) 

   Thomas Jefferson University 

(TJU) has established a good, 

strong relationship with two villag-

es in Rwanda since 2006ñ

Rugerero Genocide Survivorsõ 

Village and Akarambi. Every year, 

TJU students, such as Supritha 

Nagaraj, help empower these 

villages with education on various 

topics including HIV/AIDS preven-

tion, Family Planning, Prenatal 

Care, Nutrition and more. TJU 

students teach the Health Com-

mittee of the village (leaders), 

and these leaders educate the 

members of their village. 

   When asked why she chose to 

volunteer in Rwanda, Ms. Nagaraj 

explained, òI went to Rwanda 

because I wanted to experience 

what it was like being immersed 

in the language, culture and ways 

of a people that have rebuilt a 

nation after a horrible past. In 

1994, more than 800,000 Rwan-

dans were killed in 100 days, in a 

very systematic massacre, orga-

nized by the majority group, the 

Hutus, to eradicate a minority 

group, the Tutsis. This genocide 

ended on July 4, 1994.ó  

   Supritha has yearned for an 

opportunity to visit the country 

Rwanda ever since she did a 

presentation on it in high school. 

òIõve been fascinated by Rwanda 

since I did a project on the Rwan-

dan Genocide in 10th gradeó, 

said Nagaraj, òThen as I read and 

heard more about it, I continued 

to develop an interest in the 

smallest country of South Africa.ó 

   However, traveling to another 

country can be scary, especially 

one with such a tumultuous past. 

   It takes courage and responsi-

bility to travel. When asked what 

her major concern was about 

visiting the country of Rwanda, 

Nagaraj answered, òMy major 

concern was about how safe it 

was going to be walking around 

the city and staying in the hotels 

there. I was proved very wrong. 

Itõs as safe in Rwanda as it is in 

most parts of the US. Itõs very, 

very safe, and we walked around 

until 8pm at night, and did not 

once feel threatened.ó 

   There is no better way to experi-

ence how others live, than to 

literally live their lives. We must 

put ourselves in others shoes, 

and break out from our comforta-

ble boundaries. Nagaraj agreed 

saying, òI was looking forward to 

experiencing Africa, not as they 

show you on T.V., teach you in 

class, or what you read in the 

paperñbut just for what it really 

is. I wanted to see it with my own 

eyes, live their life, and see what 

its really all about. I realized for 

one that itõs more appropriate to 

recognize Rwanda for the country 

it is and not simply say òAfricaó 

when referring to a country in that 

continent. Itõs for the simple rea-

son that each country in Africa 

has its own language, culture, 

traditions, and history that make 

each of them unique in their own 

way and they should be given 

their deserved respect.ó 

   But what is Rwanda like now, 

and how has it progressed? Naga-

raj explained, òThe country today 

is praised for its improvements in 

infrastructure, commerce, and 

healthcare...itõs one of the fastest 

developing countries in Africa 

with many foreign investments 

from countries like Belgium and 

Dubai.ó 

   The people of Rwanda are unit-

ed as one today, and no longer 

are the words òHutuó and òTutsió 

used to discriminate against one 

another. òEveryone is a Rwan-

danó, says Nagaraj, òThere is one 

culture and one language. They 

are one people; united...they all 

live in harmony.ó 

   Maybe one day, this planet will 

have the same attitude of harmo-

ny. If a place like Rwanda can 

make a 180 degree turn, the rest 

of the world could learn a thing or 

two from that country.  

Supritha Nagaraj, studying Physical Therapy at Jef-

ferson University, riding a bike taxi in a Rwandan 

village (2011). 

òThere is one 

culture and one 

language. They 

are one people; 

united.ó 

 

Supritha Nagaraj 
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K N I G H T  F O U N D A T I O N :  BL A C K  M A L E  E N G A G E M E N T 

C A M P A I G N  K I C K  O F F  A T  R E L I S H  R E S T A R A U N T 

B Y  J O S H U A  S C O T T 

ties, the BME Campaign 

hopes to put positive spot-

light on black males who lead 

others in the right way.  

   Unfortunately, the media 

too often overlooks the black 

males that do whatever they 

can to help those in need in 

their communities.  

   The BME Campaign hopes 

to reverse the media trend of 

negatively portraying black 

men in America through their 

official website, which houses 

hundreds of stories about 

positive black males.  

   The campaign has two 

parts: Phase One and Phase 

Two. In the first phase African 

American males can share 

their stories about how they 

   The John S. and James L. 

Knight Foundation and the 

Open Society Foundationõs 

Campaign for Black Male 

Achievement are teaming up 

with community organiza-

tions throughout Philadelphia 

to change the way black 

males ages14 and up are 

perceived. 

   The Black Male Engage-

ment Campaign is funded by 

the Knight and Open Society 

Foundations. The Campaign 

launched on August 1, 2011 

at the Relish Restaurant lo-

cated in Northwest Philadel-

phia. 

   By sharing stories of black 

men who lead or engage 

themselves in their communi-

have served in, and inspired 

their communities. The mem-

bers of their community have 

the opportunity to vote on 

stories that inspire them the 

most. The five stories that 

receive the most votes will be 

professionally produced and 

exhibited throughout Phila-

delphia and Detroit.  

   Phase two gives those sto-

ries with the most votes from 

phase one the opportunity to 

submit proposals for projects 

they believe will benefit their 

community, and also have a 

chance to receive grants 

ranging from $5000 to 

$50,000.  

  Visit www.bmechallenge.org  

and learn how to participate.  
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MEET THE 7TH EDITION NEWSLETTER EDITORIAL STAFF 

THIS ISSUE IS DEDICATED TO THE INCREDIBLE TALENTS OF BLACK MALES: 

 

(Left to Right: Reporters Charles Ireland, Daquan Pettiford and Editor Joshua Scott)  

To tell your story contact Joshua 

Scott at 256-602-1191 or 

jscott5088@gmail.com before 

September 30th. 

Vote for your favorite video at 

www.bmechallenge.org 



TAKING IT TO THE STREETS COMMUNITY FESTIVAL 
SEPTEMBER 12, 2011. BY JOSHUA SCOTT FOR NORTHWEST COMMUNITY COALITION FOR YOUTH 

Top Center: Mayor Nutter and State Rep. Dwight Evans; Festival Outside of Mt. Airy Church of God in Christ. Photography by 

Joshua Scott. 

   On Saturday, July 17th 2011, the Mt. Airy 

Church of God in Christ hosted the òTaking it 

to the Streets Festivaló to save our children. 

The event took place on 6401 Ogontz Ave-

nue, and there couldnõt have been a better 

day to hold a community festival.  

   Upon arriving at the venue at 10am, and 

getting my camera equipment ready, I 

smelled the starts of barbeque grills and 

heard the sounds of joyful conversations and 

laughter. The sun shone bright this day, and I 

was ready to get a story and meet new people 

from the community. 

  As I found my way to the food, I heard and 

saw the beginnings of a parade. The drums 

could be heard from afar, and they lured me 

in. Just as I was coming to the street, the 

parade came marching in. All the drummers 

were kids in high school, and they sounded 

fantastic. After the drummers, came the fan-

cy cars with various dignitaries and politi-

cians, including State Representative Dwight 

Evans and Mayor Michael Nutter. 

   I found my way to the grilled meats some-

how and racked up on hotdogs and burgers. 

Afterwards, I strolled over to an shaded out-

side corridor full of vendors. They vendors 

were not there to sell anything, they were 

giving out free knowledge; the kind that saves 

lives.  

   There were vendor tables from all kinds of 

organizations and initiatives that covered 

topics ranging from safe sex practices to pre-

paring for college.  

   After visiting the informational vendors, I 

decided to go listen to the speakers. State 

Representative Dwight Evans, Mayor Michael 

Nutter, and a few other keynote speakers 

took the stage.  

   They spoke about the necessity to change 

the way we collaborate in our communities to 

deter crime and keep kids off the streets, and 

away from a life of crime. We must engage 

our children, and engage the streets.  

   Rather than ignore the street life influences 

posed to our children, parents and guardians 

need to make sure they have more active 

roles in their childrenõs lives. Schools must 

work with parents, and communities must 

work with law enforcement. 
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